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A Private Space on Public Show
Designing your front garden

Initial checklist

The Site 

Garden size (approximate):          sqm? 

Aspect (which direction does the garden face? Does it get morning, afternoon or little direct sun?) 

Changes in level - is the garden sloped? Are there areas at different heights? 

Any unusual topography? Shape? Difficult access from public highway? 

Existing planting worth keeping? Or that you’re particularly fond of. 

What isn’t working? 

• Anything you dislike about the garden as it is now? e.g need more privacy, difficult to 
manage, need to extend drive, better path access...etc 

• Any specific problems? e.g. drainage issue, access too narrow for driveway, noise from the 
road…etc 

• Structures to be removed? e.g. water feature, rockery, gate...? 

• Problem plants? e.g. plants that have become invasive (e.g. Bamboo, ground elder), trees in 
the wrong place 

• Problem plants? e.g. plants that have become invasive (e.g. Bamboo, ground elder), trees in 
the wrong place 

• Anything else that has been a problem? Noise? Air or light pollution from the road? 
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Function and everyday use 

• Boundary treatment? Do you require new fence, wall, hedge? new gates?  

• Privacy and security? Would you like the front garden to screen the house more or be more 
open and have a clearer view onto the street? Does it feel safe at night? 

• Utilities required? e.g. Bikes storage? Bins storage? Parcel storage? Outdoor lighting? 
Compost bin? Seating? Wellies stand?… 

• Is access to front garden and front door suitable? Does it feel safe under foot, wide enough,  
easy with shopping or a buggy?…etc. 

• Driveway requirements? Number of cars, surface preference, EV charging point? 

• Who will maintain the garden? yourself? help of a gardening company? 

Priorities and Feel 

• What do you want someone to feel as they arrive at your front door? 

• What matters to you most? A welcoming entrance, attracting wildlife, parking, growing 
vegetables, kerb appeal…etc. What is your top priority? 

• What style of garden appeals to you? 
You may not have any specific style in mind, which is fine and we can explore this together. 

• What colours would you prefer in your garden? Any preferred tones or materials?  
• For hard landscaping - paving, fencing, walls…etc 
• Soft landscaping (planting) 

What colour is (or will be) your front door? 

Budget 

Do you have a budget in mind? This is often a tricky question, as you may have no idea how 
much paving, fencing, planting cost...etc. I will be able to give you some idea of budget. However if 
you already have a set figure in mind, it’s good to know from the start. 
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