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Growing Together

A practical guide to greening your community space


Plants do more than look beautiful. Contact with greenery — even a passing glance on your 
morning walk — is linked to better mental and physical health, stronger community bonds, and 
greater connection with the natural world. 

Urban planting can also reduces noise and air pollution, provides shade and cooling, and creates 
vital habitat for wildlife. 

A simple planting project can quietly change the character of a street. 

Here's what you need to know to get started. 

The 4 Ps framework 

Successful community planting projects think about four things: 

People, Plot, Priorities, and Planning. 

Work through each in turn and you'll be set up for long-term success.
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Get permission — and then get people on board 

You can always go rogue with a guerrilla planting, but projects that have the blessing of 
landowners, the local council, and nearby residents are far more likely to thrive and be looked 
after. Spend time getting permission early — it pays off. 

More importantly: talk to people. Communication is essential. Share your vision. Ask what they'd 
like from the space. The more residents feel involved, the more they will support new planting or 
a new maintenance approach (e.g. meadow creation), and invest in looking after the place.  

Think about everyone who uses the space 
• Dog walkers — bring them onside early so pets don't trample new plants 
• Children — make sure they still have room to play, or involve them in planting 
• People with specific access needs — consider paths, gates and clear sightlines 

Soil: the foundation of everything 

Plants always do better in the ground. This sounds obvious but it matters enormously in practice. 
If your space is paved or tarmacked, ask whether it can be removed — even partially. A single 
climber growing happily in a planting pit will have more impact than loads of potted plants drying 
up in the sun. The cost can feel daunting but it's often more achievable than people think, and it 
transforms what's possible. 

If soil is already present, get to know it: does it drain well or stay waterlogged? Is it fertile or thin? 
Sandy or clay-heavy? A simple assessment will shape every planting decision you make. 

Sun, shade and wind 
• How much sun does the area get, and at what time of day? 
• Are there spots in permanent shade? 
• Is the space in a wind tunnel between buildings? 

What's already there? 

Take stock before you plant. Are there existing shrubs, trees, or grass? Neighbouring trees or 
walls that will affect light and root space? Any spreading plants — like bamboo — that need to be 
removed first? Knowing the existing conditions will save you from costly mistakes. 

People 

Build your community before you break ground

Plot 
Understand your space before choosing a single plant

Growing in pots vs. in the ground 

Pots and raised beds that don't connect to the soil are the hardest way to grow plants and 
the least likely to succeed long-term. They dry out quickly, need constant feeding, and are 
costly to maintain. Always aim for ground planting where you can.
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Start with a vision 

What would this space ideally feel like? A meadow fizzing with pollinators? A productive vegetable 
garden? A calm shaded seating area? A screen that increases security? Collect photos and 
images that inspire you — build a mood board, even a simple one on your phone — so you can 
share your ideas with others and stay focused as the project grows. 

Check your goals are realistic 
• Edible plants near a busy road will absorb vehicle emissions — usually not suitable for food 

growing 
• Large trees near buildings need careful thought about roots and canopy management 
• Some plants need expert maintenance; others are virtually self-managing 

Choose the right plants 

Match your plant choices to both what you want to achieve (priorities) and what the space will 
actually support (plot conditions). A plant that loves sun will sulk in shade. A moisture-loving fern 
will struggle in thin dry soil. Getting this pairing right is the single biggest factor in whether your 
planting thrives. 

When and how to plant 
• Potted plants can go in the ground year-round, as long as the soil isn't frozen or 

waterlogged 
• Autumn and winter planting reduces watering demand as plants establish 
• Watering is critical in the first season — plan how plants will be watered before you plant 

them 
• Support local nurseries and garden centres when buying plants and materials 

Plan for the long term 

Planting is just the beginning. Plants are living things — they grow, spread, and sometimes die. 
Think from the outset about who will look after the space, how often, and what level of expertise 
they have. Some plants suit complete beginners or grounds maintenance teams; others need a 
knowledgeable hand. 

If your plot is large, consider drawing a scaled plan — or having one drawn — so you have a 
clear long-term vision to work towards, even if you're only planting a small section to start. 

Priorities 

Be clear about what you want to achieve

Start small 

If the space feels overwhelming or funds are limited, start with a single patch — maybe the 
strip nearest your own gate, or a spot where one neighbour has already offered to help. A 
small success builds momentum better than a large struggle.

Planning 

Turn your vision into action
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Every great community green space started with one person and one idea. 

Yours could be next. 

Need further help or inspiration? 

To discuss a project idea, get in touch. 

Séverine 

sev@grassrootsgardendesign.co.uk 
T - 07790631078
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