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Your garden, rooted in its place. 
Planting consultation 

Garden planting should do more than look beautiful. It should work for the way 
you live — enhancing morning light through the right window, privacy where you 
need it, colour in the seasons that matter most to you…etc.  And it should feel 
right for where it is: the character of your house, the landscape around it, the 
wildlife that calls your neighbourhood home. 

The best planting feels as though these plants have always grown here, as 
though the garden belongs to its street, its soil, its corner of the city or 
countryside. 

Before a single plant is chosen, I want to understand your garden: what it is now, 
what it could become, and what you want it to feel like. 

This checklist can also inform your own thinking if you are planning the planting 
yourself. 

Initial consultation 

There are no right or wrong answers, the more honestly you reflect, the better the 
result. 

Your garden as it is 

* Which existing plants would you like to keep, move, or remove entirely?

* Are there any problem plants — spreading bamboo, horsetail, diseased trees, 
that need addressing first?

* Who uses the garden, and how? Children, pets, specific access needs?
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How you want to use it 

Style and vision 

Practicalities 

Place and wildlife 

* When do you tend to use the garden — mornings, evenings, weekends? Are 
there particular seasons that matter most to you?

* Are there specific things the planting needs to do: create privacy, add shade, 
bring in wildlife, grow food, improve security?

* How long do you plan to stay in the house? Do you need immediate impact, or 
can the garden grow into itself over time?

* Do you have a sense of the style or feeling you're drawn to? Collect images 
that speak to you — gardens, interiors, paintings, places you've visited. They 
don't need to be literal.

* Are there plants you love and would like included? Plants you dislike and 
never want to see?

* What are your preferred colours, or palettes you'd like to avoid?

* Who will maintain the garden, and how much time will they realistically devote 
to it? Be honest — this shapes every decision we make about plant selection.

* Do you have a budget in mind for the planting?

* How would you describe the style and character of your house? And would 
you like the planting to reflect the interior and/or architecture of the building?

* What is the landscape around you like — urban, suburban, close to woodland, 
open countryside? Are there native plants, trees or hedgerows nearby that could 
inform what we bring into the garden?
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From brief to planting plan 

Once I have a clear picture of what you want, the design work begins. This 
involves a thorough survey of the garden — soil type, drainage, aspect, light at 
different times of day, existing structures and neighbouring planting — to ensure 
that every plant chosen is one that will genuinely thrive in your specific conditions. 

I also look outward: at the wider landscape your garden sits within, at the plants 
and habitats nearby, and how these can work together to create wildlife corridors 
and more interesting views. 

Where it suits you and the space, I draw on plants that support local wildlife: 
species that feed pollinators, provide berries for birds through winter, or create the 
kind of layered, textured planting that insects and small mammals depend on. A 
garden that hums with life and connects you to the living world beyond your 
fence. 

Ready to begin? 

Get in touch to arrange an initial consultation.

* How important is supporting local wildlife to you — pollinators, birds, 
hedgehogs, pond life? Would you like the garden to actively contribute to the 
ecology of your area?

* Are there particular birds, insects or animals you'd love to attract? Or any 
you'd prefer to discourage?


